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Above: Collage of photos taken March 25th, 2023 at DTRNA. All photos courtesy of Tom Astle of Tom Astle 
Photography. Collage compiled by Sharon Newkirk 
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DTPC’S Permanent Endowment Receives a Much Needed Boost 
Thanks to the 50TH Anniversary and Board Matching Campaign 

In 2014, at the suggestion of Director Greg Lathrop, the Board established the Permanent Endowment ( PE ), 
initially with a generous contribution from Greg. The initial goal of $3 million was established, our thinking being 
that even at a 4% interest rate, such an endowment would contribute roughly a third of our annual operating budget. 

 
At the end of our first full 

year, our PE balance was 
$43,946.04. Since then, with 
wonderful support from our 
members as well as non- 
member bequeaths, by 
December 31, 2022, our 
PE   balance   stood   at 
$585,627.92.   As   we 
approached the 50th 
Anniversary of the DTRNA, 
the board voted to establish a 
match offer, in which the 
first $25,000 contributed to 
the PE from March 25th 
through the end of April 
would be matched dollar for 
dollar by donations made by 
our board members. Today, 
we are pleased to report that 
the new balance of the PE at 
May  31,  2023  stands  at 
$670,000.00, or some 22.3% 
of our goal. 

 

Congratulations and our deepest appreciation to everyone who has donated thus far and thanks in advance to those of 
you who will hopefully add your contributions in the months and years ahead to help us attain that goal. Thanks • ....  
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DTPC Embarks on Brochure Updating Project 
By Ron Berger, DTPC President 

 

The recent 50th anniversary event at the DTRNA highlighted the impacts our wonderful 
volunteers and the great folks at BLM have done to improve the visitor experience: more 
trailers, improved signage, better graded roads, and, of course, the incredible new kiosk 
graphics. But for those of us on your DTPC Board, they also highlighted the areas where 
improvement is needed. Two obvious examples are our trail signage and our brochures. We, 
I’m happy to report, are working on both. With respect to the brochures, 50 years has seen 
our stack of brochures evolve to the current eight, each with different info, different graphics, 
different design, fonts, etc. So, high time to take the opportunity to do a total top to bottom 
redesign. 

 
Our efforts in this regard would not have been possible without the recent donations we 
received from members. Thank you. They also could not have been possible without our 
volunteers: 

1. Asbury & Co. stepped up pro bono and developed the beautiful 50th anniversary logo. 
And when I asked if they would assist with brochure design, they were only too happy 
to help. Asbury & Co. is a full-service advertising agency and design consultancy based 
in Eugene, Oregon. They emphasize high-quality creative matched with smart results- 
driven strategies. Their team includes some of the region’s most respected experts in 
strategy, design, media, writing, and direction. 

2. Tom Astle of Tom Astle Photography took a day, entirely on his time and at his 
expense, to come up to the DTRNA and to work his magic, producing the beautiful 
photos forever memorializing the glorious event. His photos adorn our front page of 
this issue, and have been featured in the recent issue of the Tortuga Gazette, the 
newsletter of the California Turtle and Tortoise Club (CTTC), and will soon be featured 
in the globally distributed publication, The Turtle, by the Turtle Conservancy. And, no 
sooner did he complete this project, then he volunteered to help us create a brochure 
featuring invertebrates in many families and groups, including the arachnids of the 
DTRNA. 

3. Alexia Svejda works in the California City area with the Chamber of Commerce and 
on public relations. As we were trying to figure out how to get the word out about the 
50th Anniversary Event, I reached out to Alexia as the superstar I know her to be, and 
sure enough, again entirely on her own time, she created the social media marketing of 
our event, and even got it all posted. As we started thinking about the brochure project, 
we again requested, and Alexia graciously provided, her expertise. 

So, with incredible volunteer efforts such as these, here’s a look at the first draft of the 
brochures in progress. It will be a big project, but I hope you will agree, well worth the effort. 
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DTPC, USFWS Continue Multi-Year Efforts 
to Reduce Ravens at DTRNA 

We all recognize that there are many more common ravens within the California deserts today as there 
were 50 years ago. Meanwhile, in many areas, the desert tortoise populations have declined by 90%. 

 
It’s not a coincidence. Ravens are attacking 
and killing all sizes of tortoises, and 
particularly juvenile tortoises. After many 
years in which literally hundreds of well- 
intentioned professionals worked on but could 
not arrive at a politically acceptable solution, 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
proposed oiling raven eggs in their nests with 
the non-toxic methyl anthranilate, made from 
grape skins. They were convinced that the 
raven eggs deprived of oxygen due to the 
oiling would not hatch, effectively reducing 
raven populations. 

 
Meanwhile, Steve Fettig, an avian expert at 
USFWS speculated that ravens were so 
intelligent that, if eggs in a given area did 
not hatch, ravens would simply relocate to 
other areas. Your DTPC committed to 
marshal a  group of volunteers to identify 
active raven nests with eggs and relay the 
‘addresses’ of those nests to USFWS. They, in 
turn, offered to fund the oiling. Oiling began 
in the West Mojave in 2016. 

 
USFWS reports that raven densities have 
declined in 5 of the 6 areas they studied over 
the past three years. Anecdotally, we believe 
that might be the case at and around the 
DTRNA. There is conjecture that while the 
ravens don’t know why eggs in the treated 
areas are not hatching, they may have, in fact, 
moved on to nest elsewhere. So, while other 
factors including the recent (2021-2022) 
drought likely have played a role in the active 
raven nest reduction, these initial observations 
are exciting. Oiling continues, and a key killer 
of desert tortoises in critical tortoise habitat 
may finally be in retreat. 

A camera and mirror on a long pole looking down into an active 
raven nest shows eggs which will be oiled 

The Spring 2023 raven ‘address book’ provided by the DTPC 
volunteers to USFWS for oiling. 
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Volunteer Opportunities: 
Please email DTPC@Tortoise-tracks.org or call (442)294-4258 to help us manage the 
DTRNA and desert tortoise habitat. 

 

Fall Work Party October 14th: 
Our Fall Work Party will take place on Saturday, October 14th, 2023. Please call or email 
DTPC@Tortoise-tracks.org to volunteer. Thank you! • .... • 

 

Steve & Marlene Ishii Raptor Pics 
Long-time DTPC members and both tortoise and raptor whisperers Steve and Marlene 
generously agreed to share some of their most recent raptor photos with us. Enjoy! Thanks, 
Steve & Marlene. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: Adult prairie falcon (Lockhart, CA) Above: Fledgling prairie falcon (California 
City, CA) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dedicated to the recovery 
and conservation of the 
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agassizii) and other rare and 

endangered species 
inhabiting the Mojave and 
western Sonoran deserts. 
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Above: Adult prairie falcon dropping off a gravid Above: Adult peregrine falcon carrying a 
leopard lizard to fledglings (California City, CA)  mourning dove (San Pedro, CA) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: Burrowing owls (Ontario, CA) Above: Northern harrier foraging (Bosque del 
Apache, NM) 
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More Steve & Marlene Ishii Raptor Pics 
 

Above: Adult male American kestrel with a vole Above: Adult bald eagle (Piedmont, WY) 
(Farmington, UT) 

 

Above:  Snowy owl (Cypress, CA) Above: Crested cara cara (Sells, AZ) 
 
 

Above: Harris hawk (Willcox, AZ) Above: Sub-adult ferruginous hawk (Beryl Junction, UT) 
 
 

Other Happenings at DTRNA 
Bumble Bee Atlas Survey – was conducted by the Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation 
on sections of the DTRNA in May and June. 

Mohave Ground Squirrel Studies – have been proposed by the Mohave Ground Squirrel 
Conservation Council (MGSCC) with support from the Wildlife Conservation Board. If funding 
is secured, this research will be overseen by Dr. Todd Esque, and is endorsed by DTPC. 
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THE DESERT TORTOISE PRESERVE COMMITTEE 
PO BOX 940 
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Thank you for being a member 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.Facebook.com/DTPC.inc 
 

DTPC MEMBERSHIP/CONTRIBUTION FORM 
1. YES, I want to help save the threatened desert tortoise and its habitat! Here is my tax-deductible membership contribution of: 

□ $40 Individual 
□ $75 Family 

□ $100 Sponsor 
□ $200 Benefactor 

□ $400 Patron/Corporate 
□ $2000 Life and/or Corporate Membership 

2. My membership is current but here is an additional donation of $ . Please use it for: 
□  Fencing �  Land Acquisition � Where Most Needed 
□ Other:  

3. I’d like to help you grow the DTPC Permanent Endowment. Please accept an additional donation of: 
□ $250 □ $1,000 □ $5,000 
□  $500 □ $2,500 □ Other $  

□ Marketable Securities (Stock): Contact DTPC Investment Chairperson, Greg Lathrop at 
2redgrey@gmail.com or (415) 637-7187 for assistance 

Let’s grow the Permanent Endowment! 
□ I would like my contribution to remain anonymous   � I would like to receive Tortoise Tracks electronically 

(please provide email address) 

Name:    
Address:    
City: State: Zip:  
Email Address:     

Please make your check payable to DTPC and mail to: 

Desert Tortoise Preserve Committee 
PO Box 940 
Ridgecrest, CA 93556 

Thank you. 

 
 
 
 

Electronic copies of Tortoise Tracks are in COLOR! 
If you would prefer to receive an electronic copy, notify us 
by email at dtpc@tortoise-tracks.org 

*All contributors receive the Tortoise Tracks newsletter. The Desert 
Tortoise Preserve Committee is an IRS recognized tax-exempt 501(c) 
(3) nonprofit corporation. Contributions and/or annual membership dues 
are tax-deductible, to the extent allowable by law. Contributor 
information is kept confidential and is not disclosed to third parties. 

 
If you would like to renew your membership or donate online, please visit 
* www.tortoise-tracks.org * 
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